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RESUMEN

Se hace una descripcién detallada de la teorfa del aprendizaje significativo en la visién
cldsica de David Ausubel, segtin la lectura, o relectura, del autor. La teorfa no se presenta
como nueva, sino como actual. Se argumenta que ha habido una apropiacién superficial,
polisémica, del concepto de aprendizaje significativo, de modo que cualquier estrategia de
ensefianza ha pasado a tener el aprendizaje significativo como objetivo. Sin embargo, en la
préctica la mayorfa de esas estrategias, o la escuela, de un modo general, contintia promo-
viendo mucho mis el aprendizaje mecdnico, puramente memoristico, que el significativo.
Por eso, el texto procura aclarar qué es, al final de cuentas, el aprendizaje significativo. Esto
se ha hecho enfocando recursivamente dicho concepto a lo largo del texto a fin de promover
su diferenciacién progresiva.

PALABRAS CLAVE: aprendizaje significativo, aprendizaje mecdnico, estrategias de ensefianza.

ABSTRACT

A detailed description of David Ausubel’s classical meaningful learning theory is presented
according to the author’s interpretation, or reinterpretation. The theory is not presented as
new, but as a present day theory. It is argued that a superficial and polissemic appropriation
of the meaningful learning concept has occurred in such a way that any teaching strategy
now has meaningful learning as target. However, in practice most of those strategies, or the
school in general, are still promoting much more rote learning than meaningful learning. For
this reason, the text attempts to clarify what is, after all, meaningful learning. This is done
approaching this concept recursively throughout the text in order to promote its progressive
differentiation.

Key worps: meaningful learning, rote learning, teaching strategies.
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